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PRESS RELEASE
30TH JUNE, 2016
PARLIAMENT PASSES THE NATIONAL CIVIL REGISTRATION ACT 2016
The Parliament of Sierra Leone on Thursday 30th June 2016 debated and passed into law
with some amendments the Bill entitled “The National Civil Registration Act, 2016”.
The object and reason of the Bill is to provide for the amendment and the consolidation
of the laws relating to the compulsory registration of citizens and non-citizens resident
in Sierra Leone, to provide for the issuance of identity cards, to provide for the
establishment of the National Civil Registration Authority responsible for the
registration of births, marriages, nullities, deaths, adoptions and divorces throughout
Sierra Leone and to provide for other related matters.
Presenting the Bill to Parliament prior to passage into law, the Minister of Internal
Affairs, Retired Major Paolo Conteh said among other things that “the Bill will inform
national and productive electronic data that will be used by various sectors for the
planning and development of the nation, particularly for the consolidation of a national
registration, which is currently being done in a scattered manner and by different
entities”.
Members of Parliament who contributed to the protracted debate before the
enactment of the Bill welcomed and appreciated the trend in which the GoSL
(Government of Sierra Leone) is taking its developmental strides, cognizant of the
registration of all citizens and non-citizens compulsorily and for other nationally
productive purposes connected therewith.
Both Leaders of the House acknowledged the provisions embedded in the National Civil
Registration Act, 2016 to which they referred to “the ID cards are going to serve a multipurpose function that is similar to that of the social security number in the USA”.
After the Bill had gone through the first and second readings, and the Committee of the
Whole House, it was unanimously passed into law with some amendments.
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