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THE  CRIMINAL  PROCEDURE   ACT,   2015

ARRANGEMENT  OF  SECTIONS

Section No.

PART I–PRELIMINARY

1. Commencement.
2. Interpretation.

PART I I–GENERAL  PROVISIONS  ON  PROCEDURE

3. Procedure for offences.

Arrest generally
4. Mode of arrest.
5. Search of place for person sought to be arrested.
6. Procedure where entry not obtainable.
7. Power to break open doors and windows for purposes of liberation.
8. No unnecessary restraint.
9. Power to take offensive weapons or property of evidentiary value.

10. All arrested persons to be brought before a Court without delay.

Arrest without warrant
11. Private person may arrest without warrant.
12. Person arrested to be handed over to Police Officer.
13. When Police Officer may arrest without warrant.
14. Refusal to give name and residence.
15. Prisoner to be informed of cause of arrest.

Process against  defendant
16. Summons or warrant.
17. Form of charge for summons.

18. Warrant.
19. Service of summons.
20. Proof of service outside local limits of jurisdiction.
21. Power to dispense with personal attendance of defendant.
22. Warrant when issued.
23. Where summons not obeyed.
24. Form, content and duration of warrant.
25. Time for execution.
26. By whom warrant to be executed.
27. Execution of warrant.
28. Removal and bail.
29. Court may direct security to be taken.
30. Issuance of search warrant and proceedings under warrant.
31. Search without  warrant in cases where articles are being conveyed, etc.
32. Judge may authorize search in postal and telecommunications

establishments.
33. Power to search for strangers in Diamond Protection Areas.
34. Return of search warrant.
35. Search warrants may be executed outside jurisdiction of issuing Court.

General authority of the courts
36. General authority of Courts to bring defendants before them.
37. Defendant to be remitted or brought in certain cases  to another  Court.
38. Removal under warrant
39. Investigation and trial of cases by Courts other than High Court.
40. Offences committed on a journey.
41. Offences committed at sea or elsewhere out of Sierra Leone.
42. Offences may be tried in any part of Sierra Leone.
43. Offences by public officers abroad .
44. Offences committed  on an aircraft
45. Power of Judge to transfer cases.
46. Title of proceedings for committals and summary proceedings.

Control  of  Attorney-General and Director of Public Prosecutions
over criminal  proceedings

47. Powers of Director of Public Prosecutions.
48. Control of Director of Public Prosecutions over criminal proceedings.
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Previous acquittal or conviction
49. Persons convicted or acquitted.
50. Consequences supervening or not known at time of former trial.
51. Proof of previous conviction.

Rules as to informations or indictments
52. Rules as to informations and charges.
53. General provisions as to informations and charges.

Joinder of charges and defendants
54. Joinder of charges and defendants.

Offences by non-citizens within the territorial sea
55. Conditions precedent to trial of non-citizens for offences committed in

territorial sea.

Compensation and costs
56. Compensation may be ordered.
57. Costs payable by party convicted.
58. Costs to be paid by complainant in certain cases.
59. Payments to parties.
60. Recovery of damages, etc. as a judgment debt.

Restitution of property
61. Return of property found on person arrested.
62. Restitution of property stolen or its value.

Preservation of testimony in certain cases
63. Power to take depositions of persons dangerously ill.
64. Notices to be given in certain cases.
65. Transmission of statement.
66. When statement may be used in evidence.

Written statements and depositions
67. Written statements and depositions.
68. Written statement or deposition of medical practitioner may be read as

evidence.
69. Statement of defendant on examination.

70. Signature and attestation of Magistrate.
71. Dying declaration.
72. Certain scientific reports to be evidence.

Defence of unsoundness of mind
73. Inquiry by Court.
74. Defence of unsoundness of mind at committal proceedings.
75. Defence of unsoundness of mind at trial.
76. Periodical report of defendants of unsound mind.
77. Transfer and discharge of defendants of unsound mind
78. Resumption of trial or  investigation
79. Certificate of superintendent of hospital to be evidence.
80. Trial not to be continued in certain cases.

Admission to bail
81. When bail can be granted.
82. Power of police to admit to bail.

Conviction for offences other than charged
83. Person charged with an offence may be convicted of attempt.
84. Conviction of manslaughter on charge of murder.
85. Conviction of assault with intent to rob on charge of robbery.
86. Persons charged with burglary, etc., may be convicted of kindred offence.
87. Persons charged with misdemeanour not to be acquitted if offence proved

is a felony.

Evidence
88. Evidence of person married otherwise than by civil, religious or customary

marriage.
89. Competency of person charged and his spouse or cohabiting partner to

give evidence.
90. Prosecution to deliver to defendant copies of statements before trial.
91. Evidence of person charged.
92. Right of reply.
93. Calling of spouse or cohabiting partner in certain cases.
94. Interpretation.
95. Hostile witness and previous inconsistent statement.
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96. Circumstances where secondary evidence is admissible.
97. Admissibility of statements.
98. Factors to be considered by Court when determining whether statement is

not admissible.
99. Factors to be considered by Court when determining whether statement is

admissible.
100. Admissibility of statement in document produced by computer or other

electronic device.
101. Admissibility of evidence on tape, video recording or film

PART III–SUMMARY  TRIALS

102. Summary trial of offences
103. Publicity.
104. Non-appearance of prosecutor.
105. Appearance of both parties.
106. Where defendant pleads guilty in writing.
107. Redacted and unradacted statements to be served on defence prior to

hearing.
108. Defendant to be called upon to plead
109. Procedure in plea of guilty.
110. Hearing may be adjourned.
111. Custody of defendant
112. Non-appearance of defendant in answer to summons or after adjournment.
113. Procedure on plea of not guilty.
114. Defence
115. Evidence in reply.
116. Alteration of information.
117. Orders for separate trial.
118. Determination of charge.

PART IV–COMMITTAL  PROCEEDINGS

119. Procedure in committal proceedings.
120. Committal proceedings not to be held in public.
121. Proceedings at initial appearance.
122. Statements to be provided at committal proceedings.
123. Endorsement on witness statements.

124. Committal of defendant.
125. Ancillary proceedings.
126. Variance between charge and evidence.
127. Remand.
128. Re-opening of committal proceedings.
129. Continuing magistrate.
130. Returns to be made to trial Court and the Director of Public Prosecutions.
131. Procedure where defendant consents to summary trial.

Binding Prosecutor and witness by recognisance
132. Prosecutor and witnesses may be required to enter into recognisance.
133. Refusal to enter into recognisance.

Proceedings upon recognisance
134. Forfeiture and levy of recognisance.
135. Register of recognisances.

PART V–INDICTMENTS   AND  TRIALS  IN THE  HIGH  COURT

136. Preferment of indictment.

Indictments
137. Conditions for filing of indictments.
138. Filing indictments; its effects.
139. Endorsement of indictment.
140. Copy of indictment and notice of trial to be delivered to Sheriff.
141. Time and mode of summoning parties on indictment.
142. Return of service.

Arraignment
143. Pleading to indictment.
144. Effect of plea of not guilty.
145. Procedures if prisoner refuses or is unable to plead.
146. Conduct and precedence of prosecutions.
147. Defendant to be released on bail or acquitted and discharged, if not tried

within a certain time.
148. Postponement of trial to next sessions.
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Mode of trial
149. Mode of trial.
150. Defendant may elect trial by judge with aid of assessors or by Judge alone
151. Order for trial by court with aid of assessors or by judge alone.
152. Change of election.
153. Limitations of sections 148 to 152.
154. Order for amendment of indictment.
155. Order for separate trial.
156. Order for postponement of trial.
157. Court may order discharge of jury or assessors.
158. Motion in arrest of judgment.
159. Objections cured by verdict.

Qualifications of Jurors and preparation of Jurors’ list.
160. Qualifications of jurors.
161. Preparation of jurors’ lists.
162. Publication of jurors’ lists.
163. Information to be given to Magistrate, when required.
164. Settlement of lists by Magistrate.
165. Perjury.
166. Special jurors
167. Copies of lists to be sent to Sheriff.
168. Justice of the Peace to assist Magistrate.
169. Appointment of other persons to perform duties of Magistrate.
170. Exemption of districts from returning jurors.

Panel of Jurors
171. Formation of jury panel.
172. Names to be passed over.
173. Addition and removal of names of jurors.
174. Sheriff to summon jurors.
175. Delivery of panel to Registrar.
176. Sessions at place for which there is no jurors’ list.
177. Penalty on jurors not attending or refusing to serve.
178. Enforcement of penalty.
179. Notice to persons fined in absence.
180. Exemption of jurors.
181. Jurors at Coroner’s Inquests.

Trial with a Jury
182. Selection of jury.
183. Deficiency of jurors.
184. Address by Registrar to defendant before jurors are sworn.
185. Challenge to the array, peremptory challenges.
186. Challenges for cause.
187. Trial of challenges for cause.
188. When jury to be kept together.
189. Death or incapacity of juror.

Trial with assessors
190. Selection of assessors.
191. Decision of Court and assessors to have same effect as finding of jury.
192. Trial to proceed despite inability of assessors to attend proceedings.
193. Adjournment.

Case for the Prosecution
194. Opening of case for prosecution.
195. Additional witnesses for prosecution.
196. Cross-examination of witnesses for prosecution
197. Proof of statement of defendant in lower court.

Submission of no case
198. Submission of no case

Case for the defence
199. Judge to inform undefended defendant of his rights at close of prosecutions

case.
200. Evidence of defendant.
201. Addresses by defence and prosecution
202. Addresses by co-defendants.
203. Additional witnesses for defence.
204. Rebutting evidence.

Close of hearing in trials by Jury
205. Summing up by Judge.
206. Jury to consider their verdict.
207. Delivery of verdict.
208. Procedure where jury differ.
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209. Verdict on each charge.
210. Amending verdict.
211. Acting on verdict.

Close of hearing in cases tried with assessors
212. Delivery of opinion by assessors

Close of hearing in cases tried by Judge alone
213. Judgment of judge.

Evidence after conviction
214. Evidence for arriving at proper sentence.

Allocutus
215. Allocutus

PART VI–SPECIAL TRIALS

Trial of Corporations
216. Representation of Corporations.
217. Proceedings against corporations.
218. Fines on corporations.
219. Service of documents.

Trial of children
220. Trial of children.

PART VII–EXECUTION OF SENTENCES
221. Fine in lieu of imprisonment.

Imprisonment
222. Authority for carrying out sentences.

Other sentences
223. Suspended sentences.
224. Deferred sentences
225. Further powers of courts where sentence is under section 243
226. Absolute and conditional discharge

227. Commission of offence after conditional discharge.
228. Effect of discharge
229. Community service orders
230. Obligations of  person subject to a community punishment order
231. Notice of fines to persons liable.
232. Order for payment of money.
233. Commitment for want of distress.
234. Commitment in lieu of distress.
235. Fines, detention in police station in lieu of imprisonment.
236. Statements as to wages to be evidence.
237. Payment in full after commitment.
238. Part payment after commitment.
239. Limitation of imprisonment.
240. Direct imprisonment.
241. How warrants addressed, and by whom executed.
242. Enforcement of warrants outside jurisdiction.
243. Procedure with regard to warrants to be enforced outside jurisdiction.

Defects in orders and warrants
244. Error or omission not to affect legality or execution of order or warrant.

                                           PART VIII–MISCELLANEOUS
245. Forms.
246. Sealing of orders, warrants, etc., not generally necessary.
247. Fingerprints etc.
248. Arrest, etc., of Member of Parliament or public officer to be reported.
249. Abolition of death penalty.
250. Repeal and Savings.

FIRST SCHEDULE

SECOND SCHEDULE

THIRD SCHEDULE

FOURTH SCHEDULE

FIFTH SCHEDULE
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